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The Dublin Core Metadata El ement Set
Status of This Menop

This meno provides information for the Internet conmunity. |t does
not specify an Internet standard of any kind. Distribution of this
meno is unlimted.

Abstract

Thi s docunent defines fifteen netadata el enents for resource
description in a cross-disciplinary information environment.

1. Introduction

The Dublin Core Metadata Wrkshop Series began in 1995 with an
invitational workshop that brought together librarians, digita
library researchers, content experts, and text-markup experts to
promote better discovery standards for electronic resources. The
resul ting netadata el enent set defines fifteen netadata el enents for
resource description in a cross-disciplinary information environnent.

Thi s docunent contains the current text of Dublin Core "Version 1.1".
Version 1.1 is the basis of ANSI/N SO Z39.85-2001 [Z39.85]. The text
in the present RFC closely follows the text in the 2007 revision of
ANSI / NI SO Z39. 85, especially Sections 2-6 and 10-12 [ Z39. 85-2007].
The present RFC obsol etes RFC 2413 [ RFC2413], which was the first
publ i shed version of the Dublin Core ("Version 1.0"). The main

di fferences between the present RFC and RFC 2413 are in the wording

of definitions -- for Contributor and Date (senmantically broadened),
for Relation (clarified), and in the general renoving of redundant
references to "the content of" a resource. In addition, the present

RFC recomends | ower case el ement nanes (consistent with RDF property
types), remains silent about the unrestrictedness of el enent ordering
and repeatability (application profiles being the proper place to

di scuss such topics), and references the current abstract nodel,
vocabul ari es, and nanespace policies in which the Dublin Core is
enbedded.
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2. Foreword

The Dublin Core Metadata Element Set is a vocabulary of fifteen
properties for use in resource description. The nane "Dublin" is due
toits origin at a 1995 invitational workshop in Dublin, Onhio; "core"
because its elements are broad and generic, usable for describing a
wi de range of resources.

The fifteen elenent "Dublin Core" described in this docunent is part
of a larger set of metadata vocabul aries and technical specifications
mai ntai ned by the Dublin Core Metadata Initiative (DCM). The full
set of vocabul aries, DCM Metadata Terns [ DCTERMB], al so includes a
set of resource classes, the DCM Type Vocabul ary [DCTYPE]. The
terms in DCM vocabul aries are intended to be used in conbination
with terms fromother conpatible vocabularies in the context of
application profiles and on the basis of the DCM Abstract Model

[ DCAM .

Al'l changes made to terns of the Dublin Core Metadata El ement Set
since 2001 have been reviewed by a DCM Usage Board in the context of
a DCM Nanespace Policy [ DCNVBPC]. The nanespace policy descri bes
how DCM ternms are assigned Uniform Resource Identifiers (URI's) and
sets limts on the range of editorial changes that may all owably be
made to the | abels, definitions, and usage comments associated with
exi sting DCM ternms.

3. Scope and Purpose

The Dublin Core Metadata Element Set is a standard for cross-domain
resource description. As in RFC 3986 [ RFC3986], "Uniform Resource
Identifier (URI): Ceneric Syntax", this specification does not limt
the scope of what night be a resource.

The el enents described in this docunent are typically used in the
context of an application profile which constrains or specifies their
use in accordance with local or community-based requirenents and
policies. The specification of such inplenentation detail is outside
the scope of this docunent.
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4. Definitions
DCM -- the Dublin Core Metadata Initiative, naintenance agency for
Dublin Core Metadata El enent Set.
Resource -- anything that might be identified (the sane definition as
in RFC 3986 and in the DCM Abstract Model).
Lifecycle of a resource -- a sequence of events that mark the
devel opnent and use of a resource. Sonme exanples of events in a
lifecycle are: conception of an invention, creation of a draft,
revision of an article, publication of a book, acquisition by a
library, transcription to magnetic disk, migration to optical
storage, translation into English, and derivation of a new work
(e.g., a novie).

5. The El enment Set
In the el ement descriptions bel ow, each el enent has a descriptive
| abel ("label") for human consunption and a uni que token ("nane") for
use in nmachi ne processing.
In accordance with the DCM Nanespace Policy [ DCNVSPC], the "name" of
an elenment is appended to a DCM nanespace URI to construct a Uniform
Resource ldentifier as a globally unique identifier for that el enent.
The use of elenment nanes and URIs in the context of different
i npl ementation technologies is explained in DCM Encodi ng Gui del i nes
[ DCENCOD] .

6. The Elenents

El ement Nare: title
Label : Title
Definition: A nane given to the resource.

El ement Nare: creator
Label : Creator
Definition: An entity primarily responsible for naking the resource.
Conment : Exanpl es of a Creator include a person, an organi zati on,

or a service. Typically, the nanme of a Creator should
be used to indicate the entity.
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subj ect

Subj ect

The topic of the resource.

Typically, the subject will be represented using
keywor ds, key phrases, or classification codes.
Recomrended best practice is to use a controlled
vocabul ary. To describe the spatial or tenpora
topic of the resource, use the Coverage el enent.

descri ption

Descri ption

An account of the resource.
Description may include but is not
an abstract, a table of contents,
representation
t he resource.

limted to:
a graphi cal
or a free-text account of

publ i sher

Publ i sher

An entity responsible for
Exanpl es of a Publisher include a person, an

organi zation, or a service. Typically, the nane of
a Publisher should be used to indicate the entity.

contri butor

Contri but or

An entity responsible for
resource

Exanpl es of a Contributor include a person, an

organi zation, or a service. Typically, the nane of a
Contri butor should be used to indicate the entity.

maki ng contributions to the

dat e

Dat e

A point or period of time associated with an event
inthe lifecycle of the resource.

Date may be used to express tenporal information
at any level of granularity. Recomended best
practice is to use an encodi ng schene, such as
the WBCDTF profile of |1SO 8601 [ WBCDTF] .
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type

Type

The nature or genre of the resource.

Recomrended best practice is to use a controlled
vocabul ary such as the DCM Type Vocabul ary

[DCTYPE]. To describe the file format, physical nedium
or di nensions of the resource, use the Format el ement.

f or mat

For nat

The file format,
of the resource.
Exanpl es of dinmensions include size and durati on.
Recomrended best practice is to use a controlled
vocabul ary such as the list of Internet Media Types

[M ME] .

identifier

physi cal medi um or dinmensions

I dentifier

An unanbi guous reference to the resource within a given
cont ext .

Recommended best practice is to identify the

resource by means of a string conformng

to a formal identification system

source

Sour ce

A related resource fromwhich the described resource
i s derived.

The described resource may be derived fromthe
related resource in whole or in part. Recomended
best practice is to identify the related resource

by nmeans of a string conforming to a forma
identification system

| anguage

Language

A | anguage of the resource.

Recomrended best practice is to use a controlled
vocabul ary such as RFC 4646 [ RFC4646] .
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relation

Rel ati on

A rel ated resource.

Recommended best practice is to identify the

rel ated resource by neans of a string conformng
to a formal identification system

cover age

Cover age

The spatial or tenporal topic of the resource, the
spatial applicability of the resource, or the
jurisdiction under which the resource is relevant.
Spatial topic and spatial applicability may be a naned
pl ace or a location specified by its geographic

coordi nates. Tenporal topic nay be a naned peri od,

date, or date range. A jurisdiction my be a naned

adm nistrative entity or a geographic place to which the
resource applies. Reconmended best practice is to use a
controll ed vocabul ary such as the Thesaurus of
Geographic Nanmes [TGN]. Were appropriate, naned pl aces
or tine periods can be used in preference to nuneric
identifiers such as sets of coordinates or date ranges.

rights

Ri ghts

I nformation about rights held in and over the resource.
Typically, rights information includes a statenent about
various property rights associated with the resource,

i ncluding intell ectual property rights.

Security Considerations

The Dublin Core el enment set poses no risk to conputers and networks.
It poses minimal risk to searchers who obtain incorrect or private

i nformati on due to careless mapping fromrich data descriptions to
the Dublin Core elements. No other security concerns are |ikely.
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Appendi x A:  Further Readi ng

(This appendi x is not part of the Z39.85 standard. It is included
for information only.)

Further information about the Dublin Core netadata el enent set is
avai |l abl e at the URL,

http://dublincore. org/

This Web site contains information about workshops, reports, worKking
group papers, projects, and new devel opnents concerning the Dublin
Core Metadata Initiative (DCM).

Appendi x B:  Mai ntenance Agency

(This appendi x is not part of the Z39.85 standard. It is included
for information only.)

The Dublin Core Metadata Initiative (DCM) is responsible for the
devel opnent, standardi zati on, and pronotion of the Dublin Core
nmet adata el enent set. Information on DCM is available at the URL,

http://dublincore. org/
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Ful I Copyright Statenent
Copyright (C) The I ETF Trust (2007).

This docunent is subject to the rights, licenses and restrictions
contained in BCP 78, and except as set forth therein, the authors
retain all their rights.

Thi s docunent and the information contained herein are provided on an
"AS | S" basis and THE CONTRI BUTOR, THE ORGANI ZATI ON HE/ SHE REPRESENTS
OR IS SPONSORED BY (IF ANY), THE I NTERNET SOCI ETY, THE | ETF TRUST AND
THE | NTERNET ENG NEERI NG TASK FORCE DI SCLAI M ALL WARRANTI ES, EXPRESS
OR | MPLI ED, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LI M TED TO ANY WARRANTY THAT THE USE OF
THE | NFORMATI ON HEREI N W LL NOT | NFRI NGE ANY RI GHTS OR ANY | MPLI ED
WARRANTI ES OF MERCHANTABI LI TY OR FI TNESS FOR A PARTI CULAR PURPCSE.

Intell ectual Property

The | ETF takes no position regarding the validity or scope of any
Intell ectual Property Rights or other rights that m ght be clained to
pertain to the inplenentation or use of the technol ogy described in
this docunent or the extent to which any |icense under such rights

m ght or might not be available; nor does it represent that it has
made any independent effort to identify any such rights. |Information
on the procedures with respect to rights in RFC docunents can be
found in BCP 78 and BCP 79.

Copi es of IPR disclosures nmade to the | ETF Secretariat and any
assurances of licenses to be nmade available, or the result of an
attenpt nmade to obtain a general |icense or permission for the use of
such proprietary rights by inplenmenters or users of this

speci fication can be obtained fromthe | ETF on-line |IPR repository at
http://ww.ietf.org/ipr.

The IETF invites any interested party to bring to its attention any
copyrights, patents or patent applications, or other proprietary
rights that nmay cover technol ogy that nay be required to inplenment
this standard. Please address the information to the |IETF at
ietf-ipr@etf.org.

Kunze & Baker I nf or mat i onal [ Page 9]






